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Course Description

This course explores Spanish contemporary foreign policy by focusing on its
continuities and changes since Spain's democratic transition, and,
especially, since Spain joined the European Union. By using the main
theories of foreign policy analysis, along with academic readings and policy
documents, the course explains how Spanish international relations have
evolved in recent years. Substantial attention is given to the question of
whether Spain can still be considered a foreign policy actor independent
from the European Union. The course analyzes whether the presence of
progressive or conservative cabinets has had a substantial impact on
Spanish foreign policy. It explores the institutions involved in the foreign
policy making process of democratic Spain and analyzes Spanish foreign
economic and defense policy. Additionally, the course covers Spain's foreign
policy towards the European Union, Latin America, the Mediterranean, and
Africa. It also examines the directions of Spanish foreign policy under the
Aznar and Zapatero administrations.
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