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Course Description

The course is an introduction to the central topics of the philosophy of
language seen from a global, multilingual perspective. It focuses on the
commonalities of the natural languages that allow them to generate
meaningful expressions, to be about things in the world, and to influence
and be influenced by what we think. Topics addressed in the course include
the nature of meaning and reference, whether there is a universal language
of thought, how language influences thought, if translation is really possible,
whether we can have private languages, and how the languages of animals
and machines relate to ours.
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