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Course Description

This course provides students with an introductory investigation into the
question of if, when, and how ethical considerations can or must play a role
in the practice of the medical profession. It makes students aware of the fact
that the health sciences are not operating in a moral vacuum and that a
good knowledge of both older and recent ethical debates in this particular
field is of the greatest significance. This course consists of three parts. The
first part of the course gives an introduction to some fundamental European
philosophical ideas of what it means to be a human being. This introduction
is accompanied by an introduction to the most important ethical theories of
the West. The second part of the course discusses a general framework of
medical ethics as it could play a guiding role in the day-to-day practice of
those who are members of the medical profession or related areas. The third
part of the course discusses some of the most important and well-known
ethical problems that can be found within the medical field. There are
lectures, discussions, and the study of cases that reflect the most important
problems and topics that make up the moral challenges of the medical
discipline of today.
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