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Course Description

This is an advanced level French course for students who have completed
three semesters of university level French. Certain fundamentals of the
language are reinforced and completed in this course. Building on good
comprehension skills, the course improves the ability to communicate in
speaking and writing. The following skills are acquired within listening
comprehension: understanding important points when clear, standard
language is used on familiar subjects related to work, school, leisure
activities; understanding the main point of a range of radio or television
broadcasts related to current events or subjects of personal or professional
importance provided that speech is relatively slow and distinct. The
following skills are acquired within reading comprehension: understanding
texts written in routine, daily language and/or related to studies or work;
understanding descriptions of events, expressions of sentiments, or wishes
expressed in personal letters and emails. The following is accomplished
within expression: communication and interaction, ability to confront most
situations that can be encountered during a trip in a region in which the
target language is spoken, taking part without preparation in a conversation
on familiar subjects or subjects of personal interest or that are related to
daily life (for example, family, leisure, work, traveling, or current events).
The following is accomplished within speaking skills: articulating expressions
in a simple way to relate experiences or events, dreams, hopes, and
objectives; briefly describing the reasons or explanations for opinions and
plans; re-telling a story or plot of a book or movie and expressing reactions
to them. Finally, the following writing skills are obtained: writing clear,
detailed texts about a wide range of subjects related to personal interests;
writing an essay or report by transmitting information or describing reasons
for or against a given opinion; composing letters that emphasize the
meanings that are personally attributed to events and experiences.
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