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Course Description

Building on in-depth examinations of theoretical perspectives about
children's development of a first language, this course helps students
understand the nature of first language acquisition. The course focuses on
where language comes from, the stages children pass through to read adult-
like speech, as well as attempts to teach non-human animals to use
language. Topics covered include specific aspects of language (e.g.,
phonology, morphology, lexicon), the role of the "input," the relation
between cognition and language, neurological development, and learning to
read. Focus is primarily on informal learning situations such as home and
playgrounds. However, there are occasion to discuss more formal
opportunities for learning.
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