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Course Description

The course examines pre-Columbian art history in one or more areas of the
American continent. The course explores the potential and limits of applying
the “art” category to pre-colonial indigenous productions. The course
includes an overview of fundamental elements of the current debate on the
anthropology of art. The course analyzes the artistic productions of
Mesoamerican pre-colonial indigenous peoples to explore their multiple
aesthetic, religious, and political functions. The course discusses how such
products were perceived, collected, and exhibited in museums in modern
times, focusing attention on the objects’ materiality and agency, here
perceived as their ability to continuously arouse new questions and
discourses. The course examines topics including art and anthropology;
artistic practices in ancient Mesoamerica (Olmecs, Maya, Teotihuacan,
Aztecs); Indigenous American artefacts in early modern European
collections; birth and transformation of the Ethnographic museum, with
specific focus on the musealization of Haida artifacts; and contemporary
indigenous art and politics of display.
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