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Course Description
This course examines the historical background against which contemporary
political developments unfold. It explores the processes which have
connected different parts of the world and made it possible to think of our
history as global. In contrast to international history, in which attention is
mostly devoted to interactions between states as we understand them
today, global history concentrates on how connections have been forged
between all manner of societies, economies, cultures, and political practices
over time. In order to make these broad historical developments accessible,
the course is organized around a series of key tipping or turning points in
global history. The course focuses on the colonial and imperial processes
which have shaped the world as we encounter it today.
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