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Course Description

The course surveys Japan’s international relations with China, Korea, and
Europe between the 15th to 17th century. First, the course looks at the
development of diplomacy and trade in East Asia, focusing on the “sea-
closing policy” of China during the 14-16th centuries; the activity of
Japanese diplomatic and trade missions to China, and the collapse of the
tribute system. Then it investigates the relations with Europe during the
16th century, examining the new quality of foreign relations during the Edo
Period; the development and role of the port cities Hirado and Nagasaki, and
the trade with the Europeans and the Chinese.
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