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Course Description

The course offers a general introduction to the history, literature, and
cultures of China. Emphasis is placed on the modern period from the
nineteenth century onwards. Students develop basic knowledge on modern
Chinese history, from the last empire to the republic to the current age of
the socialist market economy. The course pays special attention to literature
as a key expression of culture but also addresses Chinese linguistics as well
as other cultural expressions such as film and philosophy. Throughout the
course, theoretical and methodological questions are addressed concerning
the study of China in a postcolonial and globalizing world.
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