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Course Description

This course discusses key theoretical approaches through which IR scholars
analyze world politics, including realism, liberalism, Marxism, constructivism,
and feminism. These theoretical approaches differ across several
dimensions. Some focus on the role of states, while others place more
emphasis on non-state actors. Some look at structural features of
international relations to understand events and processes, while others
prefer to look at the behavior of states to do so. Some argue that states’
actions in the international system are driven by self-interest, while others
maintain that norms and ideas shape behavior.
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