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Course Description

This course provides an overview of the development of film in Germany
from World War I through the end of the National Socialist period. The
course includes examples of popular, experimental, and documentary
filmmaking in addition to close readings of works that belong to the canon of
German film. The course introduces students to the fundamental elements
of film and analysis; fosters a critical understanding of how film functions,
both as entertainment and as an art form; and explores the developments
within German film in light of specific historical and cultural frameworks.
Students become aware of the complicated issues involved in defining
unified national cinema, and the inherent pitfalls in ready conceptions of
German cinema.
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