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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale program and is intended for
advanced level students only. Enrolment is by consent of the instructor. The
course focuses on how a conflict as an “event,” along with its
representations, is a semiotic and cultural phenomenon. In other words, it is
also a conflict on the significance to be attributed to events and to the
actors participating in it as, for example, when mediated discourse labels or
sanctions one of the concerned parties as “the barbarian,” “the oppressed,”
or “the oppressor,” “the victim,” or “the perpetrator,” “the bystander," and
“the implicated subject,” thus influencing the effects and the affects that
international public opinion lives and feels in confronting and interpreting
the conflict itself. The course focuses on how conflicts – their regulation,
repression, and particularly their visual representations – constitute
privileged loci for a semiotic analysis, arguing how conflicts challenge and
rearrange pre-existing systems of cultural control, not only in the first
explosive moments of violence or spontaneous civil disobedience, but also,
subsequently, when they encounter modes of historicization linked closely
to unifying discourses of national identity. Focus is given to the relationship
between still and moving images (photograph, cinema) and conflict; on how
and to what extent images and icons inspired by the examination of issues
of memory and oblivion experienced in the last century respond to the
challenges imposed by 21st-century conflicts.
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