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Course Description

Often the study of Economics begins with the Industrial Revolution, but
recent work across the social sciences makes it increasingly clear that the
important antecedents are found further in the past. The course takes
students from the Neolithic Revolution to the present day. It will focus on
the deep roots of divergence, considering economic and social structures
before industrialization, exploring arguments about how and why living
standards and economic performance have improved markedly, while at the
same time, looking at how development has diverged between different
societies and across societies at the same point in time. The course
endeavors not just to describe these processes, but also to suggest and
consider explanations for them.
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