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Course Description

This course re-presents indigenous South and North American voices in a
global ecological debate by discussing specific study cases of these groups'
negotiations with environmental entities in light of key cosmological,
ecological, political, and social categories prevalent among these groups.
Using insights drawn from anthropological research, the course deconstructs
Western commonplaces pervading the ecological debate, such as collective
ownership and co-existence with Nature in non-modern societies, and
problematizes the Nature/Culture dichotomy that stands at the core of our
environmental imagination. Considering these groups’ economic situation
and development aspirations, the course discusses the equation of cultural
preservation with ecological conservation. The course questions the
possibility and implications of granting indigenous ecological knowledge
scientific validity and, taking into account the colonialist reverberations of a
global ecological perspective, considers if it can be embraced without
violating indigenous sovereignty and rights to territorial integrity and self-
determination.
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