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Course Description

This course provides the jurisprudential framework of Chinese constitutional
law and administrative law which establishes the primary legal foundation
for Chinese government. The constitutional law, as the first part of this
course, involves the following topics: general principle of Chinese
constitutional law; the fundamental institution of the state and basic
principles of economy and society; the system and structure of central and
local government, which are based on the doctrines of democratic
centralism and the unitary state; human rights, citizen's basic rights and
obligations. The key theme of this part is relationship between the state and
citizens in terms of constitutionalism. The administrative law is the larger
part of this course. It studies a number of subjects on the executive body's
establishments and functions. The topics are divided into four groups:
general principle of Chinese administrative law; the organization of the
executive body: formation and legal competence, the range of its functions,
and the system of civil servant; the act of the executive body: form and
process to make decision with legal effect, means to implement decision;
supervision over the executive body and legal remedies to the aggrieved
individuals, focusing on the administrative review, the judicial review and
the state liability. The Chinese model of administrative law, namely the
development-orientated administrative law is explored in-depth, based on
the fact that the development dominates operation of Chinese government
at all levels and on full scale.
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