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Course Description

This introductory course is designed to invite students into philosophical
inquiry by engaging in a conversation - in the first instance - with some key
figures from the history of philosophy, with an emphasis on ancient,
medieval, and renaissance texts. Students examine the work of Plato,
Aristotle, Boethius, Montaigne, Emerson, and Mill. Discussion is
complimented by a series of mainstream Hollywood films from the 1930s to
the present. The central theme of the conversation is friendship; more
specifically, a certain understanding of friendship which is devoted to the
moral or spiritual education of one friend by another: one which has, as its
heart, the teaching of being true to oneself.
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