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Course Description

This course is an introduction to Modern Standard Arabic, the formal
language employed in books, newspapers, scripted news broadcasts, and
formal speeches across the Arab world. The classes and activities facilitate
the acquisition of a basic proficiency in the language and the basic linguistic
skills, analytical abilities, and cultural knowledge required to read, write, and
speak Arabic at a basic level. The program is based on the principle of
immersion, the comprehensive and active use of the language of study,
both inside and outside the classroom. Arabic is therefore taught in Arabic,
though certain subjects may be taught in English at the beginning of the
program, with a gradual move to Arabic as the program progresses.
Participants interact with the Arabic speaking community in various field
trips and special activities. The course runs for 11 weeks. At the end of the
course, a workshop is held in an Arabic speaking environment and students
engage in activities with native speakers.
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