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Course Description

The reliability of the findings from a research study depends critically on the
design of the study. An understanding of the principles of study design is
important for all consumers of scientific research, and essential for all those
who will be carrying out scientific research. This course provides students
with the knowledge and skills to translate a research aim into specific study
objectives, construct a study design to address the objective(s), and write a
plan for the statistical analysis. Students will also learn skills in critical
evaluation of published research papers. Topics include survey methods,
experimental and observational studies, measurement, control of
confounding and bias, evaluation of competing designs, determination of
study size.
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