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Course Description

This course provides an overview of the key theoretical perspectives and
empirical research examining the relationship between citizens and their
representatives in Japan. The course evaluates how and if the interests of
various social groups and popular preferences on major issues, such as
economic inequality and foreign policy, have been reflected in electoral
competition and decision-making. This seminar further delves into the
current challenges affecting the quality of democratic processes in Japan,
such as corruption, citizens’ disaffection with politics, as well as gender and
generation gaps in representation.
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