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Course Description

This course is an introduction to the history of Africa South of the Sahara
from the 19th century to the 1990s. To balance historical breadth with
depth, the course analyzes some selected case-studies to highlight major
historical trends and see their effects on the local level. The first lectures are
an introduction to the history of the continent. The course discusses the idea
of “Africa without history,” the evolution of the historical studies on Africa
and the sources that Africanists have at their disposal. The course then
analyzes the slave trades - local, Atlantic, and Indian Ocean- and highlights
their economic, social, and political effects on the African societies involved.
The course continues with the origins of imperialism, to see how Western
scientific and technological discoveries, the European political and economic
situation, the 19th-century racism as well as the work of missionaries and
explorers, put the basis for the scramble for Africa. The course then sees the
reactions of African societies to the colonial occupation and analyzes the
different forms of colonialism. Particular attention is given to the early
developments of African nationalism. The course investigates the
participation of Africa in WWI and WWII and the development of
international movements, especially panafricanism and négritude. The
course then considers the most important phases of the decolonization
process, from the independence of Ghana in 1957 to the end of apartheid in
South Africa in 1994. The last part of the course focuses on specific case-
studies to provide examples of the political and economic choices of the
leaders of post-independence Africa. The course discusses some of the most
prominent political leaders, such as Julius Nyerere, Thomas Sankara, Patrice
Lumumba, Amilcar Cabral, and Nelson Mandela, and their writings. The
course investigates the impact of colonialism on independent African
countries and analyzes the relationship between history, nationalism, and
the formation of the post-colonial state.
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