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Course Description

The course focuses on the ancient history of the Emilia Romagna region
through the direct analysis of various sources: literary, epigraphic, and
archaeological. Students are introduced to research methodology regarding
the study of the ancient world, in particular institutions, society, and culture.
The course offers a general outline of Augustus' VIII region, starting from the
Roman conquest of the Po valley. Various aspects of the Romanization
process in the Cispadana region are covered (social, economic, religious,
institutional) based on different types of data. Different methodological
examples are used in the analysis of general historical value. The last
section of the course focuses on the most recent archaeological discoveries
concerning the ancient town of Mutina (Modena). The course includes visits
to Emilia Romagna regional Museums (Museo Civico Archeologico di
Bologna, the Antiquarium di Marzabotto, and the Museo Archeologico di
Ferrara). Assessment is based on a final oral exam covering class materials,
general knowledge, and the fundamentals of research methodology. Main
topics are: the different types of sources available in the reconstruction of
the ancient history of a specific geographic area and their correct
methodological use in the historical reconstruction process; the political and
economic history of the Emilia Romagna region; basic history of a number of
Roman colonies including Ariminum, Bononia, Mutina, and Parma; the most
recent archaeological discoveries and their relationship to previous
knowledge.
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