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Course Description

This course provides an overview of the history of charity and the roles it
has played in shaping conceptions of social order at the local and global
levels. It provides a chronological overview of shifts in the language,
conceptualizations, and practices of charity from late antiquity to the
present day. Students explore the charity in relation to the history of
religion, ideas, institutions, law, and cultural practices. The course explores
charity from the perspective of global history by exploring some
transcultural comparatives of charity and by exploring the roles that charity
has played in global projects from empire formation to international
development.
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