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Course Description

This course helps students make sense of globalization by treating it as an
historical phenomenon. They consider what has and what hasn't changed in
how societies, economies, and politics are organized across the world.
Students trace the emergence of technologies and practices which facilitate
global interaction, from the container ship to the world wide web. They
understand how globalization has been debated, examining the emergence
of the idea of globalization, and the history of arguments about what it is
and whether it is a good thing or not. Finally, students study its political
consequences, charting debates about the effects of global interaction on
the choices available to publics and their leaders, and asking how far
institutions and individuals are able to shape phenomena which occurs on
such a large scale.
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