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Course Description

This course offer a close reading of Locke's An Essay Concerning Human
Understanding, with a focus on appreciating the aims and coherence of the
work as a whole. Topics specifically addressed may include: Locke's
arguments against innate ideas and innate knowledge, the nature of ideas,
the primary-secondary quality distinction, our ideas of substance and of
natural kinds, personal identity, language and meaning, the nature of
knowledge, mathematical knowledge, perceptual knowledge, action and the
will, knowledge of moral truths, probable judgment and the nature of
probability, and, finally, Locke's contributions to political philosophy and
their connection to his metaphysics and epistemology.
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