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Course Description

The search for the origins of the modern world leads back to the nineteenth
century. In addition, there are many parallels to the nineteenth century in
the world of the twenty-first century. The lectures, planned thematically
rather than strictly chronologically, center around the role of revolutions and
emotions, monarchy and liberalism, religion and assassinations, gender
relations and global historical contexts. Lines of continuity make clear that
many phenomena (such as democracy or emancipation) of today are best
understood if they are traced back to the nineteenth century. The course
seeks to make this complex, evocative and contradictory century more
familiar to all those interested, by constantly seeking out the connections
and contrasts to the present.
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