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Course Description

This course introduces the fascinating field of environmental history,
focusing on the tensions between economic growth, resource scarcity, and
environmental degradation in the distant past as well as in present-day
societies. The course pays ample attention to the transition from pre-
industrial to industrial modes of production and the environmental
consequences thereof - the making of the Anthropocene. Analogies are
drawn from the collapse of ancient civilizations to contemporary
environmental problems, such as global warming and mineral resource
depletion. The course also specifically addresses the various strategies that
historical civilizations have developed in order to survive climate change,
deforestation, soil erosion, or other ecological threats to human livelihood.
Finally, the course addresses the emergence of present-day environmental
consciousness in the wake of modern urbanization, industrialization, and
unprecedented demographic growth.
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