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Course Description

This course applies relevant political theories to the analysis of
contemporary China's political system and political development. It provides
better understanding of the main dynamics of Chinese politics. Following a
survey on China's political culture and tradition and the origins of Chinese
communism, the course discusses how the government of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) transformed Chinese society and China's political
and economic systems during the 1950s and 1960s, and how the intra-party
struggle over power and policy led to the Cultural Revolution. Based on this
historical background, the course examines the origins, contents,
achievements, and problems of post-Mao economic and political reforms.
The discussion covers China's transition toward a market economy,
changing state-society relations, the restructuring of political power, and the
role of the military in politics.
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