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Course Description

The course is part of the LM degree program and is intended for advanced
level students. Enrolment is by consent of the instructor. Combining the
fields of migration studies and labor studies, the course introduces students
to social issues connected with the Chinese presence in Africa and the
African presence in China. The relationship between China and African
countries is at the center of heated debates with Chinese investments,
infrastructure construction, job creation, and raw material appropriation in
Africa often portrayed in binary terms: China is either pitched as a predator
and the new imperialist power in Africa, or else celebrated as a friend
offering to the African counterpart a win-win cooperation. This takes place
against a global background in which scholars and pundits alike are
increasingly forced to take a stand as non-partisan analysis is in vertical
decline and views on China have rapidly polarized. Using images and videos,
the course offers a nuanced discussion of the many facets of the Chinese
presence in Africa. At the same time, it delves into the action of African
states, and agency enacted by African elites and the populace in relation to
the Chinese presence and activism on the continent. The Chinese presence
in Africa is not analyzed in isolation but is discussed in the framework of the
“global China” phenomenon, visible in China's increasing outward flows of
investment, loans, migrants, infrastructure, media, and international
engagement. Additionally, the course also offers an introduction to visual
sociology as a tool that enables students to elaborate sociological
interpretations of the visual materials presented. Specific topics include:
racialization and intersectionality in Africa-China Encounters; China in Africa;
Chinese Soft Power; Chinese and African Labor in Africa; the gold rush in
Ghana; China as a model for Africa; the African Perspective; development,
aid, and the reproduction of dependency; and Africa in China.
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