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Course Description

This course examines the nature of ethical properties, the nature of ethical
judgements, and the nature of reasons for action. The first week begins with
an introduction to metaethics, then each following week covers moral
motivation, desires and reasons, emotion and moral judgment, character,
well-being, and lastly natural science and moral knowledge. Throughout the
course students critically discuss what science can teach us about ethics;
explain reasons, internalism and externalism, and provide arguments for
preferring one view over the other; evaluate competing accounts of the
relationship between emotion and moral judgment; explain two or more
theories of how we come to have moral knowledge; and assess empirical
arguments for and against virtue ethics.
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