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Course Description

This course provides students with a sound basis for communicating
effectively and accurately in Italian.  Emphasis is on the fundamentals of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  “Real-life” activities expose
students to day-to-day contexts likely to be encountered outside the
classroom environment reinforcing grammatical structures learned in class
and increasing functional skills. Students review and complete the study of
Italian grammar and are exposed to a broad spectrum of language to
reinforce their written and spoken skills. In addition, students are able to
read texts of a certain complexity, to give clear descriptions on various
topics, and to develop their ideas. They produce clear and articulated texts
on a wide array of topics and express opinions on current events, explaining
pros and cons of the various options. They are engaged in individual
reading, class discussion, and analysis (both written and oral) of
contemporary literary texts. Out of class activities are designed to take full
advantage of the city of Florence and provide opportunities for interaction
and enhancement of language skills, as well as immersion in Italian culture.
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