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Course Description

This course offers an introduction to the processes that shaped the Old
World, the way the first civilizations came into being and their cultures
established. Topics include: the origins of agriculture; ceramics and writing,
particularly in the Levant, Anatolia, Egypt, and Mesopotamia; the emergence
of states, cities, and complex societies; the urban revolution; geographic
characteristics, architecture, religion, and social and political structures in
Mesopotamia and Egypt.
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