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Course Description

Philosophy is one of the oldest intellectual pursuits in human civilization.
Philosophers ask about the nature of things in a very general, abstract way.
Philosophers try to discover the answers to their questions through careful
understanding of the concepts involved in their questions and discovering
arguments that rationally support answers to their questions. Philosophers
thereby ask about the nature of things by carefully understanding concepts
and constructing arguments. In this class you will learn yourself to ask some
of the most fundamental questions about the nature of reality and existence
that philosophers have asked. You will learn to think like a philosopher about
philosophical questions. Why should you want to learn to think like a
philosopher? Some of you will find it intrinsically rewarding. | know | do. But |
also know some of you will find it frustrating. Sometimes | feel that way too.
Either way, you will want to learn to think like a philosopher for at least two
reasons, if not more. First, even though you didn’t know it, you already think
a little bit like a philosopher, for you have opinions about many—if not
all—of the deepest philosophical questions. The questions, you’ll see, are
some of the oldest questions that, in many ways, define human civilization.
You'll then learn to do what you've already been doing, just much better.
Second, philosophers are especially good at dealing with evidential
ambiguity and thinking through many sides of an issue, thinking outside of
the box, and putting a number of seemingly unrelated ideas together in
creative ways. Thinking like a philosopher should make you smarter. So
those are two reasons to think like a philosopher, even if (or especially
because) it challenges you along the way. What questions will we address in
this class? Here's a list of some of the core questions: « What is

philosophy? ¢« What is an argument? What are the different kinds? How do
we evaluate them? « What is the nature of God? Can we prove that God
exists? « Why does He allow us to suffer? « What is freedom of the will? Is
free choice possible in a deterministic universe? What are we responsible
for? What is moral desert? « What is the nature of the mind? How is your
mind related to your body? Could your mind be uploaded into the cloud?
Can you survive the death of your body? « What is the nature of the person?




Why do persons remain the same over time? Can you survive the death of
your body? What is the happy life? What is wisdom? Here’s a list of some of
the learning outcomes | hope for you to accomplish from taking this class: ¢
An understanding of philosophy as a discipline, especially its core questions.
* An understanding of the core concepts in philosophy. * An understanding
of the main positions on some of the central questions in philosophy. « An
understanding of the main arguments for and against the main positions.
An understanding of the method of philosophical analysis and argument.
An understanding of the structure of arguments and the ability to critique
and repair an argument. * The ability to write a paper explaining and
defending a philosophical position.
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