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Course Description

This course begins by examining early Jewish religious responses to
modernity in Western and Central Europe and then turns its attention to the
national, secular, and haredi responses in Eastern Europe. It then follows the
fortunes of these groups as they were expressed in the New World, most
particularly the United States of America. The course then focuses on Zionist
formulations of the “New Jew” and their later reconfiguration given the
realities of Palestine. It concludes by asking if the fragmentation of Jewish
identity has become so profound as to end shared contours.
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