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Course Description
Ecology is the study of the factors affecting the distribution and abundance
of individuals and species in the natural environment. This course examines
why populations fluctuate in size over time, and the importance of this
knowledge in conservation and applied biology. It explores interactions
within communities, as well as the importance of competition, predation,
parasitism, and disturbance in biological communities, and how history and
geography may affect community diversity. The course examines nutrient
flow through ecosystems, and issues associated with biodiversity
measurement and its conservation.
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