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Course Description

For Romantic poets and natural scientists, Christian missionaries and
package tourists, the natural world was a source of inspiration and
fascination. This course examines the ways the Victorians encountered and
interpreted the natural world. Key themes include natural theology,
Romanticism, imperial exploration and discovery, the growth of tourism, and
the emergence of science as an expert profession. Students use
contemporary documents to examine the ways in which different social and
professional groups constructed and represented the natural world
according to their own interests.
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