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Course Description

From the aftermath of the Norman Conquest of England to the close of the
15th century, the history of the island of Britain centered on the
development of two monarchies: the English crown and its dominions and
the kingdom of Scotland. This course has at its core the relationship
between the two realms and comparisons of the different but related
societies they contained. Students examine the English and Scottish realms
as specific examples of northern European kingdoms in the high and later
Middle Ages. The course stresses their internal development and issues of
national identity, but also focuses on the full range of contacts between the
princes and peoples of Britain and the wider world, in particular via the
Church and through extensive ties with France and the Low Countries.
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