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Course Description

This course investigates how and the extent to which economic actions and
outcomes are socially shaped, if not determined. It first covers a series of
theoretical materials that argue for the so-called structural or relational
“embeddedness” perspective and then moves on to discuss a wide variety
of empirical examples, especially those related to network analysis. The
course pays close attention to some of the key underlying assumptions
regarding individual decision-making processes. More specifically, the focus
is on the ways in which social networks (broadly defined) surrounding
human actors affect the ways in which they think and behave and how this
process ultimately creates and reinforces economic inequality.
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