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Course Description
This course addresses three key issues in the design and functioning of
political institutions: the structure of and relationship between the
executive, the legislative, the judiciary, and public administration and how
election systems impact these institutions; the relationship between these
institutions and individual and collective actors such as MPs and political
parties; and the impact of institutions and actors on policy outcomes. The
course focuses empirically on three areas of the world: Western Europe, the
United States, and Central and Eastern Europe. Although not required, it is
recommended that students have completed an introductory course in
comparative politics as a prerequisite.
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