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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program and is intended
for advanced level students. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor.
This course analyzes different aspects of spatial imaginaries in the context
of colonial and post-colonial history. The main focus of this course concerns
visions of international order after empire in the twentieth century. The
course is divided into five parts. The first part of the course concerns an
introduction to the category of ‘space’ in historical studies in order to
provide an analytical framework to imperialism and colonialism. The second
part of the course focuses on the spatial dimensions of the colonial and
imperial rule. In the third part, students discuss nationalist and federalist
visions for post-colonial order, analyzing the relations between nationalist
movements and supra-national political spaces. The topic of the fourth part
is about the idea of pan-regionalisms, looking at three specific case studies.
The last week is dedicated to the connections within and between the
imperial and colonial spaces and visions of international and global order. At
the end of the course students reach an understanding of the social and
cultural history of areas of the world that have been subject to modern
colonial rule and that, in most cases, experienced a subsequent phase of
political decolonization. Students will be able to critically engage in the
study of different kinds of sources, using a comparative perspective. They
will acquire the analytical tools needed to properly investigate the complex
social, cultural, and political realities of colonial and postcolonial spaces. At
the end of the course, students will also be able to deploy their analytical
skills in professional activities linked with the popularization and public use
of historical knowledge.
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