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Course Description

This course is about philosophical and ethical issues related to the conduct
of business. Some tough-minded people believe that business is like a game
where winning means making as much money as possible. They believe that
"business ethics" does not exist, that it is a contradiction in terms, and that
whoever thinks otherwise -- whoever thinks that business is also about
treating others respectfully -- is either naive, or deluded, or both. What
these tough-minded people do not realise is that they are, in fact, making an
ethical claim. They claim that, while we generally have ethical obligations
towards others in society, when it comes to the game of business everyone
is permitted to pay attention only to their personal gain. This statement may
be correct, or it may be false. But it is definitely an ethical statement, simply
because it makes claims about how people may permissibly behave. So,
inadvertently, they are doing business ethics. In this introductory course to
business ethics, we look at different types of ethical theories, and we apply
them to problems that tend to arise in business contexts. The primary aim of
the course is not to present you with ethical solutions or dogmatic
responses, but to practice ethical reasoning, analytical skills, and critical
thinking, so that towards the end of the course, you will no longer be
satisfied with simple answers to difficult problems. You will also practice
argumentative and writing skills that will help you express your thoughts
clearly and concisely.
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