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Course Description

This course is intended for anyone interested in the two central themes of
how languages work and how they change. The course covers: the basics of
phonology (the sounds of a language) and morphology (analysis of the
minimal meaningful elements in a language); the history of thought about
language in the western tradition, from the ancient world to the 20th
century; historical linguistics and the Indo-European languages; and
sociolinguistics: how and why languages change.
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