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Course Description

What does it mean to live in a surveillance society? How does the digital age
challenge questions regarding privacy, individuality, and freedom? When
does surveillance as care tip over into surveillance as control? And how does
the Stasi system of vigilance prefigure contemporary surveillance culture?
This course on the one hand examines the impact of surveillance on society
by looking at the multifaceted ways technologies, societies, and the arts
interact; and on the other hand, reflects on surveillance in a totalitarian
context while comparing observation techniques in the GDR with
contemporary surveillance methods. The course also explores how
surveillance is represented in contemporary literature, film, and popular
culture. The course maps out important themes with regards to surveillance
and its repercussions (e.g., visibility, identity, privacy, and control). The
course provides an overview of the interdisciplinary field of surveillance and
covers the latest research in the following major areas: 1. Relationship
between surveillance, power, and social control; 2. Histories of Surveillance:
GDR and the Stasi (especially in the context of Berlin) 3. The concept of
privacy; 4. Surveillance in the arts and popular culture.
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