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Course Description

This course introduces students to medieval literature, and presents both
the diversity of literature written between 1150 and 1550 and its distinctive
qualities. Students study a selection of texts including some of Chaucer’s
CANTERBURY TALES, SIR GAWAIN, and THE GREEN KNIGHT, medieval
drama, romance, and court poetry; religious writing, lyrics and travel writing
may also feature. Students learn to read and translate Middle English, but
also read some texts in the other languages of medieval Britain in
translation, and study texts by both male and female writers. Students learn
to analyze medieval poetry and prose, and gain an understanding of
medieval modes of writing, genres and meters.
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