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Course Description

Should the different countries obey international law? Is international law
really "law"? It is just? Who should enforce it? What kinds of values should it
reflect and what kinds of institutions should support it? Is it merely an
expression of Western values or is it universal? Through these questions this
advanced course discusses the nature, sources, justification, and effects of
international law. We use international law cases to tackle complicated
philosophical and empirical questions about the character of international
law. The readings blend analysis of core areas of public international law
and classical texts in the philosophy of law.
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