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Course Description

Through a series of concept-letters, this course uncovers various approaches
to politics. It covers a selection of classical and contemporary notions,
doctrines, and various styles of reasoning, and presents their usefulness for
the city. It considers what these doctrines and reasonings mean for today's
citizens, and how they can be mobilized to understand political issues and
act in a just, democratic, and responsible way. Beyond abstract reasoning,
the course reflects on the articulation between theory and practice;
deliberates contemporary social and moral problems; discusses the formal
understanding of political phenomena and the way they are understood,
implemented, or contested by individuals and groups; and finally,
demonstrates that philosophical concepts are not only elaborated in the
realm of ideas, but are inspired by and act upon in the political and social
world.
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