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Course Description

Encounters and exchanges among world cultures have been the main
driving force behind the extraordinary social, political, cultural, intellectual,
scientific, and technological transformations of recent centuries. This course
examines the rise of Europe (and then the United States) to global
preeminence, which is the central question of world history. Europe was far
behind China, India, and the Islamic world, yet dominates the modern world.
The course suggests that Western Civilization was uniquely open to
innovation, imitating other cultures, and fostering human self-realization.
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