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Course Description

This course explores the institution of the family from a sociological
perspective, offering a comprehensive overview of the historical
development and contemporary dynamics of marriage and family. Key
topics include family structure and identity, gender role divisions, the
interplay of emotion and power in intimate relationships, intergenerational
dynamics and caregiving responsibilities, as well as institutional
transformations affecting the modern family.

Grounded in theoretical frameworks, the course also examines the
intersections of money and intimacy, the cultural and practical dimensions
of motherhood and fatherhood, the social construction of childhood
environments, and the evolution and impact of family policies in China. By
integrating historical context with real-world case studies, students will
develop a nuanced understanding of the complexity and diversity of
contemporary family life, and the role of marriage and kinship in a rapidly
changing society.
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