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Course Description

This course focuses on some central topics and arguments in the philosophy
of mind and language in the tradition of analytic philosophy. The main aim is
to engage in detail with arguments and texts that have played a central role
in contemporary discussions. Topics include: the nature of linguistic and
mental content; the nature of thought and its relation to linguistic
understanding; what is reference and meaning and what are their relations
to intentionality and concepts; the relation between our inferential and
representational abilities and the nature of our rationality; the nature and
our knowledge of our mental states; the relation between the physical and
the mental domains. Students acquire an understanding of central topics in
the philosophy of mind and language and they will be in a position to explain
and to engage competently orally and in writing with these problems. More
specifically they will be in a position to: master the central concepts in the
theory of language and mind; understand the philosophical positions
involved on the debates; understand the arguments in favor or against the
relevant philosophical theses; have some appreciation of the significance of
these issues for other areas of philosophy.

This course examines some central topics in the philosophies of language.
We discuss core concepts such as that of truth, meaning, validity, inference.
We then focus on the normative role of truth and validity in relation to
reasoning. Although this course does not presuppose any specific
competence in formal logic, some basic acquaintance in elementary formal
logic may help.
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