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Course Description
This course studies cultural taste, cultural status, and cultural value, and
considers the history, development, and significance of the academic study
of popular culture. The course offers students of both cultural studies and
media studies an opportunity to consider related issues to pursue:
historically-rooted accounts of how the study of popular culture developed in
British higher education and of some of the key conceptual approaches
which shaped those studies, an exploration of how the bringing together of
popular culture and “the academy” has posed, and continues to pose;
problems related to conceptions of cultural hierarchy, questions of taste and
value; and definitions of educational worth.
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