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Course Description

This course explores international and regional aspects of folktales and fairy
tales. Are these stories products of culturally specific ways of knowing and
feeling, or do they express universal human preoccupations present in the
collective unconscious? What are the relations between folktales and other
popular narrative forms, e.q. fairy tales, tall tales, ballads, and myths? Are
folktales formal constructions which are given different meanings by the
particular cultures that make, reuse, or preserve them? What are the
relations between the rich oral traditions of tale telling and the literary or
media narratives which sometimes rely on folktale motifs and forms, for
example Superheroes? What do folktale narratives as cultural forms tell us
about the making and uses of stories in general?
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